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PONTIAC

Ottawa Towers contest condemnation of Phoenix Center

By Dustin Blitchol
dustin.blitchok@oakpress.com
@SincerelyDustin on Twitter

PONTIAC » The Ottawa Tow-
ers office buildings are turn-
ing down a $183,440 offer for
their easement rights to the
Phoenix Center and are con-
testing the condemnation of
the downtown parking garage
as part of the city’s demolition
plans for the structure.

The Ottawa Towers are the
primary defendant in a law-
suit filed by the city in Oale
land County Circuit Court in
March that seeks to condemn
the Phoenix Center using the
eminent domain process.

The Ottawa Towers have
asked for a review of the ne-
cessity for a condemnation
of the Phoenix Center, stat-
ing in court filings that for-
mer Emergency Manager
Lou Schimmel, City Admin-

istrator Joseph Sobota, and
the Receivership Transition
Advisory Board are agents of
the state and don’t have au-
thority to condemn or demol-
ish the parking garage.

“No. 1, we’re opposing the
project,” Jerry Pesick, an at-
torney for the Ottawa Towers,
said after a Wednesday court
hearing. “We don’t believe the
city has authority to proceed
on the project. No, 2, the offer
is woetully inadequate.”

Attorney Boris Yakima,
‘who’s representing the City of
Pontiac, said the Ottawa Tow-
ers’ challenge to the condem-
nation is a “shotgun response
—we'll try anything we can.””

One filing by the Ottawa
Towers in the condemnation
case ran to 1,825 pages, in-
cluding exhibits and briefs.

“From the city’s stand-
point, the end goal is to even-
tually demolish the Phoenix

Center and stop the bleed-
ing,” Yakima said.

When Schimmel first an-
nounced plans to demolish
the parking garage in 2012,
he cited $8.1 million in repairs
and uplceep being needed on
the structure in the next de-
cade and annual losses of
$175,000 as rationale for the
teardown.

Oakland County Circuit
Judge Michael Warren has,
as the condemnation is liti-
gated, stayed an earlier, long-
running lawsuit filed by the
Ottawa Towers (o prevent de-

“molition of the Phoenix Cen-

ter.

That earlier lawsuit con-
tends a demolition would
take away the Ottawa Tow-
ers’ parking, violate easement
rights and damage the office
buildings. The lawsuit asks for
$9 million in damages if a de-
molition were to take place.
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Michelle Harell, left, and Jerry Pesick, center, attorneys representing Ottawa Towers, are
seen during a court hearing Wednesday with Baris Yakima, right, who represents the City
of Pontiac.



